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(54) Helical antenna and production method 

(57) The invention provides a helical antenna capa- 
ble of covering a plurality of frequency bands and using 
commonly a feeder system for antenna elements 
adjusted to the respective frequency bands. First and 
second antenna elements adjusted in length to wave- 
lengths of the frequency bands to be used are arranged 
helically at a specified pitch angle with- a spacing 
between each other in the circumferential direction of a 
cylindrical body on the surface of a dielectric sheet 
wound around the outer circumferential surface of said 
cylindrical body. Coupling lines to be electromagneti- 
cally coupled to one-side ends of the antenna elements 
being adjacent to one another are formed on the sur- 
face of the dielectric sheet. Signal is fed from a common 
feeder circuit through the coupling lines to the respec- 
tive antenna elements. 
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Description 

[0001] The present invention relates to a helical 
antenna used as an antenna for a mobile terminal in a 
mobile radio communication system or the like using a s 
mobile satellite and to a method for producing the heli- 
cal antenna. 

[0002] A mobile radio communication system using 
the mobile satellite in general uses a frequency band of 
1.985 to 2.015 GHz as a transmission frequency band 10 
and a frequency band of 2.17 to 2.2 GHz as a reception 
frequency band. 

[0003] In transmission and reception between the 
mobile satellite and a mobile station, therefore, an 
antenna having a frequency characteristic capable of 15 
effectively performing transmission and reception with a 
low return loss in a frequency band of about 30 MHz is 
required. 

[0004] And a small-sized and lightweight antenna is 
necessary as an antenna for a mobile terminal. 20 
[0005] Thus a helical antenna is used, but in case that 
such an antenna is made small-sized in axial length and 
in diameter, its transmission frequency band results in 
being narrow. 

[0006] For example, a 4-wire wound helical antenna of 25 
about 1/4 to 5/4 wavelengths in axial length and of about 
0.1 wavelength in diameter can cover only such a very, 
narrow frequency band as 1 to 2 % of a frequency band 
to be used. 

[0007] Due to this, such an antenna as this is unsuit- 30 
able for an antenna using two different frequency bands, 
for example, a frequency band of 1.985 to 2.015 GHz 
and a frequency band of 2.17 to 2.2 GHz like an 
antenna used in a mobile radio communication system - 
using a mobile satellite. 35 
[0008] Fig. 14 is a characteristic diagram showing a 
relation between frequency and return loss in case that 
a helical antenna adjusted to a frequency band of 1.985 
to 2.015 GHz is used in both frequency bands of 1.985 
to 2.01 5 GHz and 2. 1 7 to 2.2 GHz. 40 
[0009] In Fig. 14, a A-mark 96 indicates a return loss 
at a frequency of 1.985 GHz and a A-mark 97 indicates 
a return loss at a frequency of 2.01 5 GHz. 
[0010] And a A-mark 98 indicates a return loss at a 
frequency of 2.17 GHz and a A-mark 99 indicates a 45 
return loss at a frequency of 2.2 GHz. 
[001 1 ] As clearly known from Fig. 1 4, this antenna can 
cover transmission and reception in a frequency band of 
1.985 to 2.015 GHz, but cannot cover transmission and 
reception in a frequency band of 2.17 to 2.2 GHz. so 
[0012] Rg. 15 is a structural diagram showing a con- 
ventional helical antenna capable of covering the 
above-mentioned two frequency bands and a feeder cir- 
cuit of it. 

[0013] In Fig. 15, an 8-wire wound antenna body 90 55 
forming the helical antenna is flatly unrolled to be 
shown. 

[0014] An 8-wire wound helical antenna capable of 


covering two frequency bands is formed by winding this 
antenna body 90 around the outer circumferential sur- 
face of a cylindrical body, not illustrated, made of a die- 
lectric material of polycarbonate or the like. 
[001 5] The antenna body 90 is composed of a film 902 
formed in the shape of a parallelogram out of a dielectric 
sheet made of polyimide or the like, first antenna ele- 
ments 904 composed of conductive wires which extend 
on one surface of this film 902 in the long-side direction 
of said film 902 at a specified pitch angle and are 
arranged in parallel with one another at specified inter- 
vals in the short-side direction of said film 902, and sec- 
ond antenna elements 906 shorter than the first 
antenna elements 904. 

[001 6] The first antenna elements 904 and the second 
antenna elements 906 are arranged alternately with 
each other in the short -side direction of the film 902 in a 
state where their lower ends are arranged in a line. 
[001 7] In this case the first antenna elements 904 are 
adjusted in length to a frequency band of 1.985 to 2.015 
GHz and the second antenna elements 906 are 
adjusted in length to a frequency band of 2.17 to 2.2 
GHz. 

[0018] The feeder circuit 92 is composed of a feeder 
system 94 of a first frequency band F1 (of 1.985 to 
2.015 GHz) and a feeder system 56 of a second fre- 
quency band F2 (of 2.1 7 to 2.2 GHz). 
[0019] The feeder system 94 of the first frequency 
band F1 is composed of a dividing/synthesizing circuit 
941 which divides a high-frequency signal into two high- 
frequency signals being different by 180 degrees in 
phase from each other or synthesizes two high-fre- 
quency signals being different by 180 degrees in phase 
from each other into a high-frequency signal, a divid- 
ing/synthesizing circuit 942 which divides one high-fre- 
quency signal obtained by division performed by this 
dividing/synthesizing circuit 941 into two high-frequency 
signals (of 0 degree and -90 degrees) being different by 
90 degrees in phase from each other to feed them to the 
antenna body 90 or synthesizes two high-frequency sig- 
nals (of 0 degree and -90 degrees) being different by 90 
degrees in phase from each other given from the 
antenna body 90 into a high-frequency signal, and a 
dividing/synthesizing circuit 943 which divides the other 
high-frequency power obtained by division performed 
by the dividing/synthesizing circuit 941 into two high-fre- 
quency signals (of -180 degrees and -270 degrees) 
being different by 90 degrees in phase from each other 
to feed them to the antenna body 90 or synthesizes two 
high-frequency signals (of -180 degrees and -270 
degrees) being different by 90 degrees in phase from 
each other given from the antenna body 90 into a high- 
frequency signal. 

[0020] Each of the input/output terminals of the divid- 
ing/synthesizing circuits 942 and 943 is connected with 
each of the first antenna elements 904 of the antenna 
body 90 through a coupling wire 944. 
[0021 ] Number 945 indicates a connecting terminal to 
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a transmission/reception system of the feeder system 
94 of the first frequency band F1 . 
[0022] The feeder system 96 of the second frequency 
band F2 is composed of a dividing/synthesizing circuit 
961 which divides a high-frequency signal into two high- 5 
frequency signals being different by 180 degrees in 
phase from each other or synthesizes two high-fre- 
quency signals being different by 1 80 degrees in phase 
from each other into a high-frequency signal, a divid- 
ing/synthesizing circuit 962 which divides one high-fre- 10 
quency signal obtained by division performed by this 
dividing/synthesizing circuit 961 into two high-frequency 
signals (of 0 degree and -90 degrees) being different by 
90 degrees in phase from each other to feed them to the 
antenna body 90 or synthesizes two high-frequency sig- is 
nals (of 0 degree and -90 degrees) being different by 90 
degrees in phase from each other given from the 
antenna body 90 into a high-frequency signal, and a 
dividing/synthesizing circuit 963 which divides the other 
high-frequency signal obtained by division performed by 20 
the dividing/synthesizing circuit 961 into two high-fre- 
quency signals (of -180 degrees and -270 degrees) 
being different by 90 degrees in phase from each other 
to feed them to the antenna body 90 or synthesizes two 
high-frequency signals (of -180 degrees and -270 25 
degrees) being different by 90 degrees in phase from 
each other given from the antenna body 90 into a high- 
frequency signal. 

[0023] Each of the input/output terminals of the divid- 
ing/synthesizing circuits 962 and 963 is connected with 30 
each of the second antenna elements 906 of the 
antenna body 90 through a coupling wire 964. 
[0024] Number 965 indicates a connecting terminal to 
a transmission/reception system of the feeder system 
96 of the second frequency band F2. 35 
[0025] In a conventional helical antenna composed as 
described above, at the time of transmission, when a 
high-frequency signal of the first frequency band F1 is 
supplied from the transmission system to the terminal 
945 of the feeder system 94, this high-frequency signal 40 
is divided by the dividing/synthesizing circuits 941, 942 
and 943 into four high-frequency signals respectively 
having phase differences of 0, -90, -180 and -270 
degrees to be fed to the respective first antenna ele- 
ments 904 of the antenna body 90. and is radiated as 45 
radio-waves. 

[0026] And when a high-frequency signal of the sec- 
ond frequency band F2 is supplied from the transmis- 
sion system to the terminal 565 of the feeder system 96, 
this high-frequency signal is divided by the dividing/syn- so 
thesizing circuits 961, 962 and 963 into four high-fre- 
quency signals respectively having phase differences of 
0, -90, -180 and - 270 degrees to be fed to the respec- 
tive second antenna elements 905 of the antenna body 
90, and is radiated as radio-waves. ss 
[0027] On the other hand, among radio-waves receiv- 
ing at the helical antenna, the radio-waves in the first 
frequency band F1 are caught by the first antenna ele- 


ments 904 of the antenna body 90, and high-frequency 
powers generated in the first antenna elements 904 are 
synthesized in sequence by the dividing/synthesizing 
circuits 943, 942 and 941 and are supplied to the recep- 
tion system through the terminal 945. 
[0028] And among radio-waves receiving at the helical 
antenna, the radio- waves in the second frequency band 
F2 are caught by the second antenna elements 905 of 
the antenna body 90. and high-frequency powers gen- 
erated in the second antenna elements 905 are synthe- 
sized in sequence by the dividing/synthesizing circuits 
963, 962 and 961 and are supplied to the reception sys- 
tem through the terminal 965. 

[0029] However, a conventional helical antenna has a 
structure where two sets of antenna elements, one of 
which sets comprises four conductive wires adjusted in 
length correspondingly to one of the two frequency 
bands and the other of which sets comprises four con- 
ductive wires adjusted in length correspondingly to the 
other of the two frequency band, are combined and 
these sets of antenna elements are provided with the 
respective feeder systems. As clearly known from Fig. 
13 also, in order to cover the two frequency bands, six 
dividing/synthesizing circuits are needed in addition to 
two feeder connectors corresponding to the number of 
feeder systems and eight connecting points for the 
respective conductive wires of the helical antenna. 
[0030] Therefore, since such feeder circuits can be 
mounted only two-dimensionally on a printed circuit 
board, the conventional helical antenna has some prob- 
lems that the printed circuit board and the feeder circuit 
portion become large-sized, complicated and expen- 
sive. 

[0031] And it is very difficult also to arrange eight con- 
necting pins or the like for connecting respectively the 
conductive wires of the helical antenna and the divid- 
ing/synthesizing circuits with each other closely to the 
supporting board of the helical antenna. 
[0032] The present invention has been performed in 
order to solve such a problem as described above, and 
an object of the present invention is to provide a helical 
antenna capable of covering a plurality of frequency 
bands and using common feeder systems for antenna 
elements adjusted to the respective frequency bands 
and provide a method for manufacturing the helical 
antenna. 

[0033] In order to attain the above-mentioned object, 
the present invention is characterized by a helical 
antenna covering a plurality of different frequency 
bands, comprising; 

a single cylindrical body made of a dielectric mate- 
rial having a specified diameter and a specified 
length corresponding to wavelengths of said fre- 
quency bands. 

a plurality of antenna elements corresponding to 
the respective frequency bands, said antenna ele- 
ments being formed by arranging alternately with 
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one another a plurality of conductive wires adjusted 
in length to wavelengths of the respective fre- 
quency bands helically at a specified pitch angle 
with a spacing between each other on the outer cir- 
cumferential surface of said cylindrical body in the 5 
circumferential direction of said cylindrical body, 
and a plurality of coupling lines each of which is 
electromagnetically coupled with said conductive 
wires, which are adjacent to each other and differ- 
ent in length from each other, of said respective 10 
antenna elements formed on said cylindrical body. 

[0034] According to the present invention, it is possi- 
ble to cover a plurality of frequency bands and use com- 
mon feeder systems for antenna elements adjusted to is 
the respective frequency bands. 
[0035] And the present invention is characterized by a 
method for manufacturing a helical antenna covering a 
plurality of different frequency bands, comprising; 

20 

a step of providing a cylindrical body made of a die- 
lectric material having a specified diameter and a 
specified length corresponding to wavelengths of 
said frequency bands, 

a step of providing a dielectric sheet large enough 25 
to cover the outer circumferential surface of said 
cylindrical body, 

a step of forming a plurality of antenna elements by 
providing a plurality of conductive wires adjusted in 
length to wavelengths of the respective frequency 30 
bands with a spacing between each other and form- 
ing a plurality of coupling lines for electromagneti- 
cally coupling with each other one-side ends of said 
antenna elements which are adjacent to each other 
and are different in length from each other, and 35 
a step of winding said dielectric sheet which said 
plurality of antenna elements and said plurality of 
coupling lines are formed on around the outer cir- 
cumferential surface of said cylindrical body. 

40 

[0036] According to the present invention, it is possi- 
ble to form a plurality of antenna elements and a plural- 
ity of coupling lines in the same process and easily 
manufacture said helical antenna. 

45 

Fig. 1 is an exploded view in perspective of a helical 
antenna according to an embodiment of the present 
invention. 

Fig. 2 is a structural Figure showing a state where 
an antenna body according to the embodiment of so 
the present invention is flatly unrolled and a feeder 
circuit connected with said antenna. 
Fig. 3 is a graph showing a return loss characteris- 
tic obtained by seeing the antenna side from the 
electromagnetic coupling line side in the embodi- 55 
ment of the present invention. 
Fig. 4 is a graph showing a return loss characteris- 
tic obtained by seeing the antenna side from the 


connector side in the embodiment of the present 
invention. 

Fig. 5 is a graph showing an emission pattern char- 
acteristic of a high-frequency signal radiated from 
the helical antenna in the embodiment of the 
present invention. 

Figs. 6A to 6E are explanatory figures showing 
other embodiments of a coupling line structure for 
coupling a feeder circuit to antenna elements 
according to the present invention. 
Figs. 7A to 7E are explanatory figures showing fur- 
ther other embodiments of a coupling line structure 
for coupling a feeder circuit to antenna elements 
according to the present invention. 
Fig. 8 is an exploded view in perspective of a helical 
antenna according to other embodiment of the 
present invention. 

Fig. 9 is an exploded view in perspective of a helical 
antenna according to further other embodiment of 
the present invention. 

Rg. 10 is a structural figure showing another 
embodiment of an antenna element according to 
the present invention. 

Figs. 11A and 11 B are embodiment showing a 
feeder circuit according to the present invention. 
Rg. 12 is a perspective view showing other embod- 
iment showing a feeder circuit according to the 
present invention on a supporting plate of a helical 
antenna. 

Rg. 13 is a side view of Fig. 12. 
Rg. 14 is a characteristic diagram showing a rela- 
tion between frequency and return loss of a helical 
antenna according to the prior art. 
Rg. 15 is a structural Figure showing a helical 
antenna and its feeder circuit according to the prior 
art. 

[0037] A helical antenna according to the present 
invention is described together with a method for manu- 
facturing the helical antenna with reference to Figs. 1 to 
13 in the following. 

[0038] Fig. 1 is an exploded view in perspective of a 
helical antenna of an embodiment according to the 
present invention, and Fig. 2 is a structural Figure show- 
ing a state where an antenna body is flatly unrolled and 
a feeder circuit connected with said antenna. 
[0039] In Figs. 1 and 2, a helical antenna AO is pro- 
vided with an antenna body 50 composed so that it can 
cover two frequency bands of a first frequency band F1 
(of 1.985 to 2.015 GHz) and a second frequency band 
F2 (of 2.17 to 2.2 GHz), and a feeder circuit 60 com- 
monly used by this antenna body 50. 
[0040] As shown in Figs. 1 and 2, said antenna body 
50 is provided with a cylindrical body 502 having a 
diameter of about 8 % of wavelength of the first fre- 
quency band F1 or the second frequency band F2 and 
a specified length and being made of a dielectric mate- 
rial such as polycarbonate. FRP or the like, and a die- 
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lectric sheet 504 formed out of polyimide or the like in 
the shape of a parallelogram, said dielectric sheet being 
wound around the outer circumferential surface of this 
cylindrical body 502. 

[0041 ] On one surface of said dielectric sheet 504, as s 
shown in Fig. 2, four first antenna elements 506 extend- 
ing in the long-side direction of the dielectric sheet 502 
at a pitch angle of about 69 degrees and four second 
antenna elements 508 shorter than said first antenna 
element 506 are arranged in parallel and alternately w 
with one another at certain intervals in the short-side 
direction of the dielectric sheet 504 and the lower ends 
of the first antenna elements 506 and the second 
antenna elements 508 are arranged in a line. 
[0042] The length of said first antenna elements 506 is 
is about 3/4 of wavelength of the first frequency band F1 
and the length of said second antenna elements 508 is 
about 3/4 of wavelength of the second frequency band 
F2. 

[0043] And four coupling lines 510 each of which is 20 
electromagnetically coupled with one of the first 
antenna elements 506 and one of the second antenna 
elements 508 being adjacent to each other are formed 
at portions of the dielectric sheet 504 corresponding to 
the lower ends of the first antenna elements 506 and the 25 
second antenna elements 508. 
[0044] The length of said coupling line 51 0 is about 1 4 
% of wavelength of the first frequency band F1 or the 
second frequency band F2. 

[0045] The spacing between the coupling line 510 and 30 
the first antenna element 506 or the second antenna 
element 508 is about 1 % of wavelength of the first fre- 
quency band F1 or the second frequency band F2. 
[0046] The reason why the lengths of the first and sec- 
ond antenna elements 506 and 508 and the length of 35 
the coupling line 510 are set as said values is that a 
good impedance matching characteristics in the first 
and second frequency bands F1 and F2 and a wide 
radiation pattern characteristic (a wide directivity) in the 
vertex direction of the helical antenna can be obtained. 40 
[0047] The first antenna elements 506, the second 
antenna elements 508 and the coupling lines 510 are 
formed at the same time in the same process by forming 
a copper foil layer in advance on the surface of the die- 
lectric sheet 504 and etching this copper foil layer into 45 
an antenna element pattern shown in Fig. 2. 
[0048] In Fig. 1 , the feeder circuit 60 is provided with 
a base 602 made of aluminum having a disk 602A and 
a flat plate 602B provided perpendicularly to the upper 
surface of the disk 602A, two printed circuit boards 604 so 
and 606 which are attached to both faces of the flat 
plate 602B and on which dividing/synthesizing circuit 
601 composed of 3 dB hybrid circuits, microstrip lines 
and the like are mounted, a feeder coaxial cable 608 
which is joined with the downside of the disk 602 A of the 55 
base 602 and is connected with the printed circuit 
boards 604 and 606, and a connector 610 which is pro- 
vided on the head end of the coaxial cable 608 and is to* 


be connected with an unillustrated transmission and 
reception system. 

[0049] Additionally, it is provided with a supporting 
plate 614 made of an electrically insulating material 
which plate supports the antenna body 50 and has four 
connecting pins 612 for connecting the coupling lines 
510 of the antenna body 60 with the printed circuit 
boards 604 and 606. 

[0050] These connecting pins 612 penetrate through 
the supporting plate 614 to project upward and down- 
ward, and the projecting ends of the connecting pins 
612 are respectively connected by soldering to the cou- 
pling lines 510 of the antenna body 60 and the feeder 
terminals of the printed circuit boards 604 and 606. 
[0051 ] In Fig. 2. the feeder circuit 60 is composed of a 
dividing/synthesizing circuit 616 which divides a high- 
frequency power of the first frequency band F1 (of 1 .985 
to 2.015 GHz) and the second frequency band F2 (of 
2.17 to 2.2 GHz) into two high-frequency signals being 
different by 180 degrees in phase from each other or 
synthesizes two high-frequency signals being different 
by 1 80 degrees in phase from each other into a high-fre- 
quency 6ignal. a dividing/synthesizing circuit 618 which 
divides one high-frequency signal obtained by division 
performed by this dividing/synthesizing circuit 616 into 
two high-frequency signals (of 0 degree and -90 
degrees) being different by 90 degrees in phase from 
each other to feed them to the antenna body 50 or syn- 
thesizes two high-frequency signals (of 0 degree and - 
90 degrees) being different by 90 degrees in phase from 
each other given from the antenna body 50 into a high- 
frequency signal, and a dividing/synthesizing circuit 620 
which divides the other high-frequency signal obtained 
by division performed by the dividing/synthesizing cir- 
cuit 616 into two high-frequency signals (of -180 
degrees and -270 degrees) being different by 90 
degrees in phase from each other to feed them to the 
antenna body 50 or synthesizes two high-frequency sig- 
nals (of -180 degrees and -270 degrees) being different 
by 90 degrees in phase from each other given from the 
antenna body 50 into a high-frequency signal. 
[0052] Next, operation of a helical antenna composed 
as described above is described with reference to Fig. 
2. 

[0053] When a high-frequency signal of the first fre- 
quency band F1 (of 1 .985 to 2.015 GHz) or the second 
frequency band F2 (of 2.1 7 to 2.2 GHz) is fed to the hel- 
ical antenna through the connector 610, this high-fre- 
quency signal is transmitted through the cable 608 and 
is distributed by the dividing/synthesizing circuits 616, 
618 and 620 mounted on the printed circuit boards 604 
and 606 to the four connecting pins 612. 
[0054] At this time the high-frequency signals distrib- 
uted to the four connecting pins 61 2 are equal in ampli- 
tude to one another and are different by 90 degrees in 
phase from one another so as to be 0 degree, -90 
degrees, -180 degrees and -270 degrees. 
[0055] The high-frequency signals distributed into four 
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are fed through the four electromagnetic coupling lines 
510 to the antenna elements 506 and 508. 
[0056] Hereupon, the high-frequency signals of the 
first frequency band F1 and the second frequency band 
F2 operate in different manners from each other. s 
[0057] That is to say, the high-frequency signal of the 
lower first frequency band F1 is transmitted to the 
longer first antenna elements 506. and radiates a high- 
frequency signal in its transmission process. 
[0058] In a 4-wire type helical antenna of this kind, 10 
since a frequency characteristic of return loss is very 
narrow, its impedance is not matched with respect to the 
shorter second antenna elements 508 and the high-fre- 
quency signal is little transmitted to it. 
[0059] For the lower first frequency band F1, there- is 
fore, only the longer first antenna elements 506 operate 
in such a manner as connected. 
[0060] Similarly, the high-frequency signal of the 
higher second frequency band F2 is transmitted to only 
the shorter second antenna elements 508, and is little 20 
transmitted to the first antenna elements 506. 
[0061] Among radio-waves receiving at the helical 
antenna 40, the radio-wave of the first frequency band 
F1 is caught by the first antenna elements 506 of the 
antenna body 50, and high-frequency signals generated 25 
in the first antenna elements 506 are synthesized in 
sequence by the dividing/synthesizing circuits 618, 620 
and 61 6 and are fed through the cable 608 and the con- 
nector 610 to the reception system. 

[0062] And among radio-waves receiving at the helical 30 
antenna 40, the radio-wave of the second frequency 
band F2 is caught by the second antenna elements 508 
of the antenna body 50, and high -frequency., powers 
generated in the second antenna elements 508 are syn- 
thesized in sequence by the dividing/synthesizing cir- 35 
cuits 618, 620 and 616 and are fed through the cable 
608 and the connector 610 to the reception system. 
[0063] Fig. 3 shows a return loss characteristic 
obtained by seeing the first and second antenna ele- 
ments 506 and 508 sides from the electromagnetic cou- 40 
pling lines 510 side. 

[0064] In Fig. 3. a A-mark 30 indicates a return loss at 
a frequency of 1.985 GHz and a A-mark 32 indicates a 
return loss at a frequency of 2.015 QHz. 
[0065] And a A-mark 34 indicates a return loss at a as 
frequency of 2.17 GHz and a A-mark 36 indicates a 
return loss at a frequency of 2.2 GHz. 
[0066] As clearly known from Fig. 3, this antenna can 
cover transmission and reception in a frequency band of 
1.985 to 2.015 GHz, and can also cover transmission so 
and reception in a frequency band of 1.985 to 2.015 
GHz. 

[0067] Fig. 4 shows a return loss characteristic 
obtained by seeing the first and second antenna ele- 
ments 506 and 508 sides from the connector 610 side. 55 
[0068] In Fig. 4, a A-mark 40 indicates a return loss at 
a frequency of 1 .985 GHz and a A-mark 42 indicates a 
return loss at a frequency of 2.015 GHz. 


[0069] And a A-mark 44 indicates a return loss at a 
frequency of 2.17 GHz and a A-mark 46 indicates a 
return loss at a frequency of 2.2 GHz. 
[0070] Fig. 5 is a graph showing a radiation pattern 
characteristic of a high-frequency signal radiated from a 
helical antenna according this embodiment, in which the 
abscissa shows an angle from the horizontal plane (ele- 
vation angle) and the ordinate shows the intensity of 
radio-waves. 

[0071] In Fig. 5, curve 100 shows a radiation pattern 
characteristic of the first frequency band F1 and curve 
102 shows a radiation pattern characteristic of the sec- 
ond frequency band F2. 

[0072] As clearly known from Fig. 5, the helical 
antenna of this embodiment can cover the first fre- 
quency band F1 and the second frequency band F2. 
[0073] According to this embodiment as described 
above, it is possible to cover the first frequency band F1 
and the second frequency band F2 and use the power 
feeding circuit 60 commonly to the first and second 
antenna elements 506 and 508 adjusted to the respec- 
tive frequency bands by electromagnetically coupling 
one-side ends adjacent to each other of the sets of the 
first and second antenna elements 506 and 508 by 
means of the coupling lines 510. 
[0074] Thus, the helical antenna can do with one 
feeder circuit 60, and also can do with one cable and 
one connector, and so the feeder circuit portion can be 
made small in size. 

[0075] And according to the embodiment of the 
present invention, since the first and second antenna 
elements 506 and 508 and the coupling lines 510 can 
be formed at the same time by etching a copper foil on 
the surface of the dielectric sheet 504. such a helical 
antenna composed as described above can be easily 
manufactured. 

[0076] Figs. 6A to 6E are explanatory figures showing 
other embodiments of the structure of a coupling line 
510 for coupling a feeder circuit 60 to first and second 
antenna elements according to the present invention. 
[0077] Fig. 6A shows a structure which forms a cou- 
pling line 510 for coupling a first antenna element 506 
and a second antenna element 508 to a feeder circuit 
60 into a U shape having a spacing smaller than the 
spacing between the first and second antenna elements 
506 and 508. One branch of this U-shaped coupling line 
510 is electromagnetically coupled to one end portion of 
the first antenna element 506 with a gap between them, 
and the other branch is electromagnetically coupled to 
one end portion of the second antenna element 508 
with a gap between them. 

[0078] Fig. 6B shows a structure which forms a cou- 
pling line 510 for coupling a first antenna element 506 
and a second antenna element 508 to a feeder circuit 
60 into a U shape having a spacing equal to the spacing 
between the first and second antenna elements 506 
and 508. One branch of this U-shaped coupling line 510 
is electromagnetically coupled to one end portion of the 
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f irst antenna element 506 with a gap between them, and 
the other branch is electromagnetically coupled to one 
end portion of the second antenna element 508 with a 
gap between them. 

[0079] Fig. 6C shows a structure which forms a cou- 
pling line 510 for coupling a first antenna element 506 
and a second antenna element 508 to a feeder circuit 
60 into an L shape. One end of this coupling line 510 is 
joined directly to one end of the second antenna ele- 
ment 508, and the other end of this coupling line 510 is 
electromagnetically coupled to one end portion of the 
first antenna element 506 with a gap between them. 
[0080] Fig. 6D shows a structure which forms a cou- 
pling line 510 for coupling a first antenna element 506 
and a second antenna element 508 to a feeder circuit 
60 so as to be electrically directly connected with one- 
side ends of the first and second antenna elements 506 
and 508. 

[0081 ] Fig. 6E shows a structure which is the same as 
the structure of Fig. 6D except for having a long cou- 
pling line at the center of the coupling line 510. 
[0082] The coupling lines in these embodiments can 
be formed on the same surface as the surface of the 
dielectric sheet on which the antenna elements are 
formed. Therefore, these embodiments have an advan- 
tage providing a easy frequency adjustment by cutting a 
pattern of the elements or the line. 
[0083] Figs. 7A to 7E are explanatory figures showing 
urther other embodiments of the structure of a coupling 
line 510 for coupling first and second antenna elements 
to a feeder circuit 60 according to the present invention. 
[0084] Fig. 7A shows a structure which forms a cou- 
pling line 510 for coupling a first antenna element 506 
and a second antenna element 508 to a feeder circuit 
60 on the surface opposite to the surface of a dielectric 
sheet on which the first and second antenna elements- 
506 and 508 are formed, so as to be opposite to the first 
and second antenna elements 506 and 508. as shown 
by a dashed line, and thereby couples the coupling line 
510 electromagnetically with the first and second 
antenna elements 506 and 508. 
[0085] Fig. 7B shows a structure which joins with each 
other one-side ends of a first antenna element 506 and 
a second antenna element 508, forms a coupling line 
510 for coupling the first antenna element 506 and the 
second antenna element 508 to a feeder circuit 60 into 
a U shape having a spacing equal to the spacing 
between the first and second antenna elements 506 
and 508 and on the surface opposite to the surface of a 
dielectric sheet on which the first and second antenna 
elements 506 and 508 are formed, so as to be opposite 
to the first and second antenna elements 506 and 508 
as shown by a dashed line, and thereby couples the 
coupling line 510 electromagnetically with the first and 
second antenna elements 506 and 508. 
[0086] Fig. 7C shows a structure which forms a cou- 
pling line 510 for coupling a first antenna element 506 
and a second antenna element 508 to a feeder circuit 


60 into a U shape having a spacing equal to the spacing 
between the first and second antenna elements 506 
and 508, as shown by a dashed line, and on the surface 
opposite to the surface of a dielectric sheet on which the 
s first and second antenna elements 506 and 508 are 
formed, so as to be opposite to the first and second 
antenna elements 506 and 508, and thereby couples 
the coupling line 510 electromagnetically with the first 
and second antenna elements 506 and 508. 
10 [0087] Fig. 7D shows a structure which forms one end 
portion 508A of the second antenna element 508 into 
an L shape and makes the one end portion 508A close 
to one end of the first antenna element 506, and forms 
a coupling line 510 for coupling the first and second 
is antenna elements 506 and 508 to a feeder circuit, as 
shown by a dashed line, on the surface opposite to the 
surface of a dielectric sheet on which the first and sec- 
ond antenna elements 506 and 508 are formed, so as to 
be opposite to the one end portion of the first antenna 
20 element 506 and the L-shaped one end portion 508A 
and couples the coupling line 510 electromagnetically 
with the first and second antenna elements 506 and 
508. 

[0088] Fig. 7E shows the same structure as the struc- 
25 ture shown in Fig. 7A except for that the coupling line 
510 is adjacent to the antenna elements 506 and 508. 
[0089] Fig. 8 shows other embodiment of the helical 
antenna. Fig. 8 is the same structure as the structure 
shown in Fig. 1 except for that the coupling line structure 
30 is the structure shown in Fig. 7E. 

[0090] Fig. 9 shows further other embodiment of the 
helical antenna. Fig. 9 is the same structure as the 
structure shown in Fig. 1 except for that the coupling 
lines 51 0 are formed on the outer surface of the cylindri- 
35 cal body 502 and the antenna elements 508, 506 are 
formed on the inner surface of the cylindrical body 502. 
[0091] Fig. 10 is explanatory figure showing other 
embodiment of the structure of first antenna elements 
506 and second antenna elements 508 according to the 
40 present invention. The first antenna elements 506 and 
the second antenna elements 508 are arranged in par- 
allel at same fixed pitch angle as shown in Figs. 1 , 2 6A 
to 6E and 7A to 7E. However, the first antenna elements 
506 and the second antenna elements 508 in Fig 10 
45 are not arranged in parallel at a different pitch angle As 
shown in Fig. 10, the first antenna elements 506 hake 
an incline angle of 81 degree from a horizontal line (the 
edge of the dielectric sheet 504). The second antenna 
elements 508 have an incline angle of 62 degree from 
so the horizontal line. The 61 and 62 are selected so that 
the first antenna elements 506 and the second antenna 
elements 508 do not cross respectively. A pitch angle of 
the helical antenna, formed by winding this antenna 
body with these antenna elements around the cylindri- 
55 cal body, is changeable by changing the 61 and 62 
Therefore, when a beam tilt between the transmission 
frequency band and the reception frequency band is 
occurred in case of a parallel arrangement of the 
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antenna elements, the beam tilt of the helical antenna is 
compensated by changing the 61 and 62,. 
[0092] Figs. 1 1 A and 1 1 B are compositional diagrams 
shewing embodiments of a feeder circuit 60 shown in 
Fig. 2. 

[0093] In Fig. 11 A, a dividing/synthesizing circuit 80 
forming a feeder circuit 60 is composed of a first 3-dB 
hybrid circuit 802 to be connected to a feeder terminal 
801, a second 3-dB hybrid circuit 804 which is con- 
nected to one output terminal of this hybrid circuit 802 
and divides a high-frequency signal into two high-fre- 
quency signals (of 0 degree and -90 degrees) or synthe- 
sizes them into a high-frequency signal, and a third 3- 
dB hybrid circuit 808 which is connected through a 1/4- 
wavelength line 806 of impedance 20 to the other output 
terminal of the first 3-dB hybrid circuit 802 and divides a 
high-frequency signal into two high-frequency signals 
(of -180 degrees and -270 degrees) or synthesizes 
them into a high-frequency signal. 
[0094] In Fig. 1 1B, a dividing/synthesizing circuit 82 
forming a feeder circuit 60 is composed of a 1/4- wave- 
length line 822 of impedance Z0 which is connected 
with a feeder terminal 820 and divides a high-frequency 
signal into two high-frequency signals of 0 degree and - 
90 degrees in phase or synthesizes them into a high- 
frequency signal, a 1/2-wavelength Xg line 824 of 
impedance 20 which is connected to the feeder terminal 
820 and divides a high-frequency signal into two high- 
frequency signals of 0 degree and -180 degrees in 
phase or synthesizes them into a high-frequency signal, 
and a 1/4- wavelength Xg line 826 of impedance Z0 
which divides a high-frequency signal given from the 
1/2-wavelength line 824 into two high-frequency signals 
of -180 degrees and -270 degrees in phase or synthe- 
sizes them into a high-frequency signal. 
[0095] Also in case of incorporating such a "divid- 
ing/synthesizing circuit 80 or 82 into a helical antenna 
40, the same action and effect as the case shown in Fig. 
2 can be obtained. 

[0096] Next, with reference to Figs. 12 and 13, other 
embodiment of the present invention in case of forming 
a feeder circuit 60 on a supporting plate of a helical 
antenna is described. 

[0097] In Figs. 12 and 13, a feeder circuit 60 formed 
by combining a plurality of microstrip lines 630 of frac- 
tions of wavelength of a frequency band to be used is 
formed on the surface of a supporting plate 61 4 of a hel- 
ical antenna. 

[0098] As shown in Fig. 1, the microstrip lines 630 of 
the feeder circuit 60 are connected to a plurality of con- 
necting pins 612 being provided on and projecting from 
the places of the supporting plate 614, said places 
being opposite to the respective coupling lines 510 of 
the antenna body 50. 

[0099] And a connector 632 for feeding power to the 
feeder circuit 60 is fixed on the middle of the reverse 
surface of the supporting plate 614, and a connecting 
pin 634 which penetrates through the supporting plate 


614 from the connector 632 to project from the surface 
of the supporting plate 614 is connected to the micros- 
trip line 630 of the feeder circuit 60. 
[01 00] The maicrostrip lines having a pattern shown in 
s Fig. 12 are formed by adopting a method of forming in 
advance a copper foil on the surface of the supporting 
plate 614 and etching this copper foil as a method for 
forming said microstrip lines 630 of the feeder circuit 60. 
[0101] And as another method it is possible also to 
w form the microstrip lines 630 of a pattern shown in Fig. 
10 on the surface of the supporting plate 614 by means 
of printing. 

[01 02] In a helical antenna having such a composition 
as described above, the base 602. the printed circuit 
is boards 604 and 606, and the cable 608 shown in Fig. 1 
can be omitted, the length of the whole helical antenna 
can be shortened, and the number of components of 
the helical antenna can be reduced, and thereby the 
helical antenna can be easily made smaller in size and 
20 lower in cost. 

[0103] In the above-mentioned embodiments, 
although a helical antenna covering two frequency 
bands of a first frequency band F1 and a second fre- 
quency band F2 in a mobile radio communication sys- 
25 tern using a satellite, the present invention is not limited 
to this, but can be applied also to a helical antenna cov- 
ering three or more frequency bands to be used in a 
similar way to said case of applying the invention to two 
frequency bands although the number of kinds of 
30 antenna elements being different in length from one 
another is increased correspondingly to the frequency 
bands to be used. 

[0104] As described above, according to a helical 
antenna of the present invention, it is possible to cover 
35 a plurality of frequency bands and commonly use a 
feeder circuit for antenna elements corresponding to the 
respective frequency bands by coupling the respective 
sets of antenna elements corresponding to the respec- 
tive wavelengths electromagnetically with the feeder cir- 
40 cuit by means of coupling lines. 

[0105] By this, the helical antenna can do with one 
feeder circuit and can do also with one cable and one 
connector, and therefore can have the feeder circuit por- 
tion made smaller in size. 
45 [0106] And according to a helical antenna of the 
present invention, it is possible to easily reduce the 
number of components of the helical antenna and make 
the helical antenna smaller in size and lower in cost. 
[01 07] And according to a helical antenna manufactur- 
50 ing method of the present invention, it is possible to eas- 
ily manufacture such a helical antenna as described 
above. 

Claims 

55 

1. A helical antenna covering a plurality of different 
frequency bands, comprising; 
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a single cylindrical body made of a dielectric 
material having a specified diameter and a 
specified length corresponding to wavelengths 
of one frequency band of said frequency 
bands, 5 
a plurality of antenna elements arranged alter- 
nately with a plurality of conductive wires 
adjusted in length to wavelengths of said 
respective frequency bands at a specified pitch 
angle on the surface of said cylindrical body, 10 
and 

a plurality of coupling lines coupled electro- 
magnetically with said antenna elements 
fomed on said cylindrical body. 

15 

2. The helical antenna as defined in claim 1 , wherein 
said antenna elements are provided with a common 
feeder circuit connected with said antenna ele- 
ments through said coupling lines. 

20 

3. The helical antenna as defined in claim 1 or 2, 
wherein a dielectric sheet is wound around the 
outer circumferential surface of said cylindrical 
body, and said plurality of antenna elements and 
said plurality of coupling lines are formed on said 25 
dielectric sheet. 

4. The helical antenna as defined in claim 1 , 2 or 3, 
wherein a length of said coupling lines is set 
according to wavelength of said frequency band. 30 


5. The helical antenna as defined in claim 1 , 2. 3 or 4, 
wherein a said coupling lines are formed on the 
same surface as the surface of the dielectric sheet 
on which said antenna elements are formed. 

6. The helical antenna as defined in claim 1 , 2, 3 or 4, 
wherein said coupling lines are formed on the oppo- 
site surface to the surface of the dielectric sheet on 
which said antenna elements are formed. 

7. The helical antenna as defined in claim 2, 3, 4, 5 or 
6. wherein said cylindrical body including said 
antenna elements is supported by a supporting 
plate, and said feeder circuit and said coupling lines 
are connected with each other through connecting 
pins provided on said supporting plate. 

8. The helical antenna as defined in claim 7, wherein 
said supporting plate is disposed at an end in the 
longitudinal direction of said cylindrical body. 

9. The helical antenna as defined in claim 8, wherein 
a printed circuit board is disposed on the surface 
opposite to the surface of said supporting plate fac- 
ing said cylindrical body and said feeder circuit is 
mounted on said printed circuit board. 


10. The helical antenna as defined in claim 9, wherein 
said connecting pins penetrating through said sup- 
porting plate are provided across between the 
cylindrical body and the printed circuit board. 

11. The helical antenna as defined in claim 9 or 10, 
wherein said printed circuit board is supported by a 


12. The helical antenna as defined in claim 1 1 , wherein 
a cable for feeding signal to said feeder circuit is 
provided on said base. 

13. The helical antenna as defined in claim 12, wherein 
said cable is provided with a connector. 

14. The helical antenna as defined in any one of claims 
2 to 13, wherein said feeder circuit is composed of 
a plurality of dividing/synthesizing circuits each of 
which divides a high-frequency signal into high-fre- 
quency signals having specified phases corre- 
sponding to the number of conductive wires forming 
said antenna elements or synthesizes the high-fre- 
quency signals. 

15. The helical antenna as defined in claim 14, wherein 
said dividing/synthesizing circuit is composed by 
combining a hybrid circuit and a microstrip line cor- 
responding to a fraction of wavelength of a fre- 
quency band to be used. 


16. The helical antenna as defined in claim 14, wherein 
said dividing/synthesizing circuit is composed by 
combining a plurality of microstrip lines each of 

35 which corresponds to a fraction of wavelength of a 
frequency band to be used. 

17. The helical antenna as defined in any one of claims 
2 to 16, wherein said cylindrical body including said 

40 antenna elements is supported by a supporting 
plate, said feeder circuit is formed on said support- 
ing plate, and said feeder circuit and said coupling 
lines are connected with each other through said 
connecting pins provided in the supporting plate. 

45 

18. The helical antenna as defined in claim 1 7, wherein 
said supporting plate is provided with a connector 
for feeding signal to said feeder circuit. 

so 19. The helical antenna as defined in claim 17 or 18, 
wherein said feeder circuit is composed by combin- 
ing a plurality of wavelength lines each of which cor- 
responds to a fraction of wavelength of a frequency 
band to be used. 

55 

20. A method for manufacturing a helical antenna cov- 
ering a plurality of different frequency bands, com- 
prising; 


9 


17 


EP 0 917 241 A1 


a step of providing a cylindrical body made of a 
dielectric material having a specified diameter 
and a specified length corresponding to wave- 
lengths of one frequency band of said fr - 
quency bands, 5 
a step of providing a dielectric sheet large 
enough to cover the outer circumferential sur- 
face of said cylindrical body, 
a step of forming on said dielectric sheet a plu- 
rality of antenna elements by providing a plural- 10 
ity of plural conductive wires adjusted in length 
to wavelengths of the respective frequency 
bands and forming a plurality of coupling lines 
for electromagnetically coupling with said 
antenna elements respectively, and is 
a step of winding said dielectric sheet which 
said plurality of antenna el ements and said plu- 
rality of coupling lines are formed on around 
the outer circumferential surface of said cylin- 
drical body. 20 

21. The method for manufacturing a helical antenna as 
defined in claim 20, wherein said plurality of 
antenna elements and said plurality of coupling 
lines are formed on the surface of said dielectric zs 
sheet in a state where said dielectric sheet is flatly 
unrolled. 

22. The method for manufacturing a helical antenna as 
defined in claim 20 or 21, wherein said dielectric 30 
sheet is formed in the shape of a parallelogram in a 
state where it is flatly unrolled so that said dielectric 
sheet can be wound around said cylindrical body at 
said specified pitch angle. 

35 

23. The method for manufacturing a helical antenna as 
defined in claim 22, wherein said plurality of 
antenna elements are linearly formed in parallel 
with the long sides of said parallelogram and with a 
spacing between each other. 40 

24. The method for manufacturing a helical antenna as 
defined in claim 20, 21, 22 or 23, wherein said die- 
lectric sheet has a copper foil on the surface of it 
and said plurality of antenna elements and said plu- 45 
rality of coupling lines are formed by etching said 
copper foil. 

25. The method as defined in any one of claims 20 to 

24, wherein said plurality of antenna elements and so 
said plurality of coupling lines are formed by print- 
ing on the surface of said dielectric sheet. 
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